
Prepared by:

Published August 2026

Economic and 
Fiscal Impact of the 
2026 FIFA World 
Cup on the New 
York and New 
Jersey Region

2026



C
O

N
T

E
N

T
S

Introduction   
Project Background

Key Findings     
Summary economic and fiscal impacts

Direct Impacts

Economic Impacts



Introduction
The 2026 FIFA World Cup was hosted in the United States, Canada, and Mexico 

from June through July 2026. The tournament was played across two cities in 

Canada, three cities in Mexico, and 11 cities in the United States.

The New York and New Jersey region* hosted eight matches during the 2026 

World Cup, including the Argentina vs. Spain final match. New York and New 

Jersey welcomed a significant number of match attendees, media, participating 

teams, and other visitors during the 2026 World Cup which drove significant 

economic activity that supported businesses, households, and government 

finances throughout the State of New York and State of New Jersey.

Tourism Economics prepared a comprehensive model using multiple primary and 

secondary data sources to quantify the impact generated by the 2026 FIFA World 

Cup on the New York and New Jersey region.

Impact modeling was based on an IMPLAN Input-Output (I-O) model for the State 

of New York and State of New Jersey economies. The results of the study show the 

scope of the 2026 FIFA World Cup on the New York and New Jersey region in 

terms of direct match attendees and non-match visitor spending and operations, 

as well as total economic impacts, including employment, household income, and 

fiscal (tax) impacts.

*For purposes of the report, the region of direct impact includes five New York City counties 

(Bronx, Kings, New York, Queens, Richmond) and 12 New Jersey counties (Bergen, Essex, 

Hudson, Middlesex, Somerset, Passaic, Union, Mercer, Monmouth, Morris, Warren, Ocean). The 

remaining counties of New York and New Jersey are included in the indirect and induced 

impacts.
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Direct Impacts

Summary Direct Spending

The 2026 FIFA World Cup generated economic impacts as the FIFA World Cup 2026 

New York New Jersey Host Committee, FIFA, and other stakeholders spent money on 

match, stadium, and Official Fan Events operations, including spending on payroll, 

stadium and event operations, policing and security, medical, transport, hospitality, 

marketing, insurance, and professional services, among others.

In addition, visitors and media who traveled to New York or New Jersey to attend a match 

at New York New Jersey Stadium, an Official Fan Event in New York or New Jersey, or 

other affiliated event spent money at establishments during their trip, including at local 

restaurants, retailers, hotels, and recreation/entertainment venues.

Total direct spending associated with the 2026 FIFA World Cup amounted to $1.9 billion 

in the New York and New Jersey region.
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Total Economic Impact

The 2026 FIFA World Cup®s direct spending impact of $1.9 billion generated a 

total economic impact of $3.5 billion in the New York and New Jersey economies, 

which supported 27,424 total jobs and $414.2 million in state and local tax 

revenues.

Total Economic Impact of the 2026 FIFA World Cup on the 
New York and New Jersey region

$3.5 BILLION

Summary Economic Impacts of 
the 2026 FIFA World Cup on the New York 

and New Jersey region
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+
Visitor 

Spending
Operational 

Spending
Total Direct 
Spending

$1.7B $286M $1.9B=

Total
Jobs

Supported

27,424
Total

Economic
Impact

$3.5B
Total 

State & 
Local Taxes

$414.2M
Direct

Spending
Impact

$1.9B

Note: totals may not sum due to rounding.
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Operational Spending

The FIFA World Cup 2026 New York New Jersey Host Committee, FIFA, the local and 

federal government, and other stakeholders spent $286 million on match, stadium, and 

Official Fan Events operations, including spending on payroll, stadium and event 

operations, policing and security, medical, transport, hospitality, marketing, insurance, 

and professional services, among others.

Match and Non -Match Attendee Spending

More than 645,000 fans attended the eight World Cup matches hosted at New York 

New Jersey Stadium, including the final match ² 144,400 (~22%) of the match 

attendees originated from the regional economy while the remaining 508,000 

originated from other domestic or international destinations. 

In addition to the match attendees, 626,300 non-local visitors traveled to New York or 

New Jersey during the World Cup to participate in an affiliated activity including one of 

the Official Fan Events located throughout the region.

In total, the 1.3 million match and non-match attendees spent $1.7 billion within the 

regional economy.

Local Spending at Official Fan Events

The Official Fan Events attracted more than two million attendees, 1.8 million of which 

originated from the local New York and New Jersey region. Spending by locals at the 

Official Fan Events are included in the analysis. However, spending outside of the 

Official Fan Events (­off-site spending®) by locals attending an Official Fan Event is 

excluded from the analysis due to the substitution effect, which assumes the off-site 

spending by locals would occur even if that resident did not attend an Official Fan 

Event.

Locals spent $68.5 million at the Official Fan Events located throughout the regional 

economy.

Other Spending

Despite attracting new visitors to the local economy, the 2026 FIFA World Cup also 

caused some leisure and business visitors to cancel or reschedule their trips due to 

increased crowds in the region during the 2026 FIFA World Cup or due to higher room 

rates caused by increased room demand during the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

The 2026 FIFA World Cup generated $1.9 billion in direct spending in the 
New York and New Jersey regional economy.

This section outlines the 2026 FIFA World Cup®s direct impacts, which ultimately serve as 

inputs for the economic impact model. The direct impacts are separated into two 

spending categories:

�‡ $286 million in operational spending by FIFA World Cup 2026 New York New Jersey 

Host Committee, FIFA, and other stakeholders

�‡ $1.7 billion in off-site spending by match and non-match attendees at businesses and 

establishments in the New York and New Jersey region
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